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CITY CLERK

AN ORDINANCE

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF READING, B S COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING THE CITY OF READING CODE OF
ORDINANCES BY AMENDING PART 10 OF CHAPTER 24 TAX-
ATION, OF THE CITY OF READING CODE OF ORDINANCES, TO
BE FOUND AT SECTIONS 24-1001 TO 24-1002, ENTITLED “SCHED-
ULE OF ATTORNEY’S FEES FOR COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT
EARNED INCOME TAXES, BUSINESS PRIVILEGE TAXES AND
FEES, PER CAPITA TAXES, AND OTHER NON-REAL ESTATE
BASED TAXES AND RECEIVABLES” WHICH SHALL AUTHORIZE
THE IMPOSITION OF ATTORNEY FEES FOR THE COLLECTION
OF SUCH TAXES.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS
AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. CITY OF READING CODE OF ORDINANCES PART 10
SCHEDULE OF ATTORNEY’S FEES FOR COLLECTION OF DELIN-
QUENT EARNED INCOME TAXES, BUSINESS PRIVILEGE TAXES
AND FEES, PER CAPITA TAXES, AND OTHER NON-REAL ESTATE
BASED TAXES AND RECEIVABLES SHALL READ AS SET FORTH
IN ATTACHED EXHIBIT “A”.

SECTION 2. PART 10 RESIDENTIAL RENTAL TAX SECTIONS 24-
1001 THROUGH AND INCLUDING 24-1009 ARE REPEALED.

SECTION 3. ALL OTHER SECTIONS, PARTS AND PROVISIONS OF
THE CITY OF READING CODE OF ORDINANCES SHALL REMAIN
IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT AS PREVIOUSLY ENACTED AND
AMENDED.

SECTION 4. IN THE EVENT ANY PROVISION, SECTION, OR PART
OF THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE HELD TO BE INVALID, ILLEGAL,
OR UNCONSTITUTIONAL BY A COURT OF COMPETENT JURIS-
DICTION, SUCH INVALIDITY, ILLEGALITY, OR UNCONSTITU-
TIONALITY SHALL NOT AFFECT OR IMPAIR THE REMAINING
PROVISIONS, SECTIONS, OR PARTS OF THIS ORDINANCE, IT
BEING THE INTENT OF CITY COUNCIL THAT THE REMAINDER
OF THE ORDINANCE SHALL BE AND SHALL REMAIN IN FULL
FORCE AND EFFECT.




SECTION 5. THIS ORDINANCE SHALL TAKE EFFECT TEN (10)
DAYS AFTER ADOPTION IN ACCORDANCE WITH CITY OF
READING HOME RULE CHARTER, AS AMENDED, SECTIONS 219
AND 221.
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EXHIBIT A

PART 10
RESIDENTIALERENTFALTAX

SCHEDULFE OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES
FOR COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT EARNED INCOME TAXES, BUSINESS
PRIVILEGE TAXES AND FEES, PER CAPITA TAXES, AND OTHER NON-REAL
ESTATE BASED TAXES AND RECEIVABLES

§24-1001.-SHORT-HTEE—Schedule

1 The City hereby approves the following schedule of attorneys’ fees for
delinquent collections associated with earned income tax, business privilege tax,
business privilege license fees, per capita tax, and other non-real estate based
tax and receivables. Said schedule is determined to be fair and reasonable
compensation for services rendered pursuant to the Pennsylvania Municipal

Claims and Tax Liens Act.
SCHEDULFE OF FEES
LEGAL SERVICES FEFE FOR SERVICES
Collection of delinquent accounts 20% contingency fee, calculated against
the base tax, penalty, and interest of the

delinquent account




There shall be added to the above amounts the reasonable out-of-pocket
expenses incurred by legal counsel in connection with the collection of the
accounts, including Sheriff’s and Prothonotary’s costs.

The amount of attorneys’ fees determined, as set forth above, shall be added to
the City’s claim for each account.

The following collection procedures are hereby established:

A.

At least thirty (30) days prior to assessing or imposing attorneys’ fees
in connection with the collection of a delinquent account, City shall
mail or cause to be mailed, by certified mail, return receipt
requested, a notice of such intention to the taxpayer or other entity
liable for the account (the “Account Debtor”);

If the certified mail notice is undeliverable, then, at least 10 days
prior to assessing or imposing such attorneys’ fees, the City shall
mail or cause to be mailed, by first class mail, a second notice to
such account Debtor;

All notices required by this section shall be mailed to the Account
Debtor’s last known post office address as recorded in the records or
other information of the City, or such other address as it may be able
to obtain.

Each notice, as described above, shall include the following:
(1) The type of tax or other charge, the date it became due,
and the amount owed, including penalty and interest.

(2) A statement of the Cilty’s intent to impose or assess
attorneys’ fees within 30 days after mailing of the first
notice, or within 10 days after the mailing of the second
noftice,

3) The manner in which the assessment or imposition of
attorneys’ fees may be avoided by payment of the account.

(4) The place of payment for accounts and the name and
telephone number of the City representative designated as
responsible for collection matters.

§24-1002-ATTHORIY- FORTAX—Powers.




The proper officials of the City are hereby authorized and empowered to take such
additional action as they may deem necessary and appropriate to implement this
Schedule of Attorneys’ Fees.













